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REPEAL WEEK 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm]: Today marks the first day of this government’s second 
annual Repeal Week. Last year I explained that Repeal Week was aimed at progressing legislation that will 
streamline government processes and at removing obsolete legislation. 

Much work has been done since last year to modernise and streamline legislation, ease the compliance burden 
and improve the manner in which government administers regulation. This week the house will debate the 
Associations Incorporation Bill 2014 and the Taxation Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2014, which 
modernise and simplify legislation relating to the incorporation of associations and land tax exemptions, along 
with the Rail Safety National Law (WA) Bill 2014, which reduces compliance costs to business by removing 
inconsistent regulation across jurisdictions. 

Today, we released the draft local planning schemes regulations, part of the most extensive planning reforms in 
the last 50 years. As well as improving housing affordability by providing more infill options, the government 
has focused on fast-tracking building and planning approvals. From 1 July 2015, R-code compliant single-storey 
homes, granny flats, verandahs, patios, carports, fences and swimming pools will not require planning approval. 
This will cut up to two months off the time it currently takes to renovate or build. To coincide with changes to 
planning approvals, we are also taking steps to allow registered builders to instantly start work on single 
residential dwellings when they submit to a local government a certified permit application. 

As part of the government’s response to the Liquor Control Act review there will be increased flexibility and 
transparency for industry and applicants through a streamlined licensing application process. 

We have persisted with our efforts to reduce the number of boards and committees, down from more than 
1 200 in 2008, when we first came to office, to now only 319. Across government we have made significant 
reductions in red tape for Western Australian businesses and consumers. For example, by improving lodgement 
processes for land subdivisions; reducing compliance requirements around the sale of a property through 
enhancements to the revenue online system; deregulating the travel industry, saving over 360 travel agents more 
than $2 000 a year in compliance and licensing costs; reducing the number of port authorities from seven to four; 
consolidating the two most commonly issued permits for restricted access vehicles, saving that industry around 
$250 000 a year; amending clearing regulations to better reflect contemporary farming practice; implementing 
a new simplified licensing framework for the aquatic tour industry; creating the Mining Rehabilitation Fund, 
a world-first initiative that has reformed the management of environmental security in the mining industry; and 
amending the Criminal Investigation Act so that police officers are no longer required to observe arrested 
suspects in police stations, but can instead detain them in holding cells, which will free up the equivalent of 
24 full-time police officers a year. 

Further announcements will be made during the course of this week and my ministerial colleagues and I look 
forward to updating the house on this government’s continued achievements in cutting red tape. 
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